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Ratan Patrick Joseph Thakore Grant! A Grand name for a Grand personality!  Actor, director and mentor, 
Ratan exhibits an intense devotion to theater and the craft of acting. He has acted in ‘Professor Vassan’ 
on Doordarshan, ‘South Parade’ on Zee TV and has 25 years of film and theatre experience under his 
belt. Ratan has endorsed theater in Bangalore through his theater group MISFIT (MISFIT stands for MY 
INTEREST STANDS FIRMLY IN THEATER). In a very candid interview, Ratan shed his garb as an actor (at 
least for those five hours), to reveal valuable ‘truths’ about theater and life itself. Here’s a glimpse into 
the insightful interaction. . . . 

 

Above: Ratan Thakore Grant 

TYP What aspect of theater inspired you?  

RATAN  I saw a Hindi film at the age of 6, and from then on I knew I wanted to be an actor. The 
idea of becoming someone else, empathizing with someone else, and living so many lives in one lifetime 
lured me toward the profession. Also, I was a very lonely child, and I would constantly weave stories and 
whole new worlds and start living in them. When a child isn’t given a creative outlet he finds respite in 
his own mechanism and mine was storytelling and embodying different characters. I was also extremely 



shy while growing up and always felt out of place. Theater gave me a valuable vent for my creative 
expression and helped me channelize my energy in a positive way. 

TYP “all the world’s a stage and all men and women mere players (actors)”-
William Shakespeare. What’s your take on this line? 

Rattan We as human beings are always in this ‘Cover up’ act. Covering up our true feelings, our 
fears and insecurities. We are seldom being our true selves, and we start believing in this image or act 
we have created for ourselves. To me this line signifies what Shakespeare would call ‘the hypocrisy of 
society’. Fear is the root cause. We are scared to speak the truth.  

For example, I might come across as confident, but deep inside I have so many fears and insecurities. 
But if I stop believing in my ‘act’ of confidence and start truly connecting with my fears and feelings, I 
will only then be able to create the ‘real’ confidence or what we call peace of mind we all seek.  

 

TYP What is the most profound and effective manner in which an actor can 
devote himself to his craft? 

Rattan An actor needs to listen to his heart and connect with the character. One has to find a 
connection with the character. For example when you are watching a film you tend to relate to some 
aspects of different characters on a more emotional level. Through practice, research and intuitive 
understanding, and actor needs to become one with the character. 

 Acting is 60% a science and 40% an art. The foremost requirement for an actor is DISCIPLINE and 
DEDICATION. The misconception of glamour associated with the industry can be thrown out the 
window. An actor’s life is a hard life, with strict time lines, research, practice and a lot of hard work. 

TYP When does acting stop being about acting and become about just being? 
How important is ‘being present’ to an actor?  

Rattan The first step toward becoming an actor is ‘LOSING INHIBITION’. We are all so concerned 
about others judging us and the fear of being ridiculed is rather magnified in all of us. Next is about how 
an actor ‘observes’. We then aid the student in connect with his child like quality which helps in more 
easily mimicking the character. This is the ground work. 

What you are talking about is something we actors call ‘IN THE MOMENT’. This is where the actor has 
intuitively imbibed the character to such an extent that he or she is completely in the moment while 
enacting the role. This is when the actor stops enacting and starts ‘being’ the character. It’s a hard 
concept to comprehend unless you experience it and even harder to experience.  

TYP How did MISFIT come into being? Is there significance to the name? 

RATAN MISFIT stands for ‘My Interest Lies Firmly In Theater’ and represents two aspects that 
resonate with the core of my being – acting and feeling like an outcast. I coined the name while riding 
my bike from Indiranagar to St.Mark’s Road.  



TYP How can one enhance one’s spiritual journey through acting? 

Ratan  As an actor one learns a lot about oneself. One has to continuously confront oneself. 
Spirituality is enhanced in the acceptance of who you are, in discovering and accepting yourself. Then 
give back.  

TYP How has your journey been so far- through theater, acting and life? 
Are you content with yourself?  

RATAN SUCCULENT is describing my life’s journey in one word. 

I am currently in a phase where I am re-learning and shedding a lot of past notions and prejudice. So I 
can say that I am on the road to contentment. 

TYP What advice would you give youngsters who want to pursue 
acting/theater? 

RATAN DISCIPLINE – is a must have. Pursue your dreams while having your feet firmly planted 
on the ground. Just have fun with it along the way. All the best!  

For more on this visit http://misfit.co.in/. 

written by Ramya Ranganath  

   

http://misfit.co.in/.

